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promised to place themselves under arrest and to board the trains if
"Gandhi Bhai" advised them to that effect. But Polak and Cachalia
persuaded them to surrender themselves and entrain peacefully, and
they ultimately obeyed.
About 2,000 humble heroes, without homes, without jobs and now
without their leader, had to suffer great hardships on the way and
when they reached Natal, they were prosecuted and sent to jail
straightaway.
Polak was arrested in Gharlestown whilst waiting for the corridor
train. Kallenbach was also arrested and was confined in Volksrust
jail, along with Polak.
Gandhi knew nothing of what transpired after he was separated
from the marchers. He asked for a remand once more and requested
that either the Government should arrest the marchers or else he
should be permitted to see them safe to Tolstoy Farm. This time
the magistrate did not comply with his request.
On November 1 1 Gandhi was prosecuted on three charges before
the Magistrate of Dundee. The court was crowded with Indians and
Europeans. Advocate Godfrey appeared for Gandhi. The prosecutor
read the section and left the matter in the hands of the magistrate.
Gandhi's counsel stated that he was under an obligation to the
defendant not to plead in mitigation in any way whatsoever. He was
only expressing the desire of the defendant when he stated that the
magistrate had a duty to perform and should, therefore, not hesitate
to impose the highest sentence upon the prisoner if he felt that the
circumstances of the case justified it.
With the permission of the court, Gandhi made the following
statement: "As a member of the profession, and being an old
resident of Natal, I think that in justice to myself and the public, I
state that the counts against me are of such a nature that I take the
responsibility imposed upon me, for I believe that the demonstration
for which these people were taken out of the colony was one of a
worthy object. I had nothing against the employers, and regret that
in this campaign serious losses are being caused to them. I also feel
that I was in honour bound, in view of the position of things between
Mr. Smuts and Mr. Gokhale, to produce a striking demonstration.
I was aware of the miseries caused to the women and babies in arms.
I feel that I have only done my duty in advising my countrymen, and
it is my duty to advise them again, that, until the tax is removed,